The Physical Setting
Climatic Change
The magnitude of some Ancient Egyptian remains, as
well as the existence of palaeolithic implements on the
surface of the desert far from the Kile, frequently prompt
questions and assertions as to the nature of former climates
and the change that has occurred in the rainfall. There
is evidence, such as the association of vestiges of Early
Man with stream beds and dried-up springs in the desert,
which shows that in those remote times the climate over
the Egyptian desert was decidedly wet. Coming to
historic times it can be said that a dry climate, similar
to the present one, has prevailed since the beginning of
Dynastic time, say about 5,000 years ago. Records of
Nile floods during the greater part of the last 1,200 years
exist, and show that there have been no-greater differences
in the volumes of the floods than have been experienced
during the last sixty or seventy years. There have,
however, been variations extending over periods of twenty
or thirty years. During the thirty years from 1869 to
1898 there were a number of high floods, including the
very high ones of 1874 and 1878, while during the suc-
ceeding years from 1899 to 1934 the average of the former
series has only exceptionally been exceeded until 1934,
and this high flood is not very exceptional in comparison
with the earlier group of floods. The earlier group in-
cludes only one or two very small floods, while such floods,
including the almost disastrously low one of 1913, have
been fairly frequent during the later group of years*
There is other evidence of short period variations in
climate in the Sudan, and there can be no doubt that
occasionally one rainy season lasts longer and the nexfc
begins sooner, so that the intervening dry period is rela-
tively short and cooL Such a variation in the distribu-
tion of rainfall, perhaps without any great diifejn&iaoe in
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